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United Nations Global Compact’s U.S Network Examines 

CSR Supply Chain Management, Responsible Investing 

 

October 23, 2012 – Supply chains and responsible investment are becoming key 
elements in the global spread of corporate social responsibility and sustainable 
development. 

So say corporate leaders who presented analysis of these developments at this year’s 
conference of the United Nations Global Compact’s U.S. Network, one of a hundred 
Global Compact networks around the world. The conference was themed “Sustainability 
and the Total Value Chain”. 

Case histories from companies such as Timberland, Sedex Global and UBS Investment 
Bank as well as commentary by NGOs, including Ceres and Social Accountability 
International, combined to support the belief that CSR/Sustainability is now at “an 
inflection point” of its development . 

Among the progressive supply chain management systems cited: an environmental 
“minimum standard” and an “elevated standard” for suppliers, with the expectation that 
the suppliers will advance up the chain of standards in a reasonable timeframe. 

In a related development, Social Accountability International has recently developed a 
program to help Brazilian factories improve health and safety in the workplace. Disney 
provided the program’s founding grant; other partners include Rapid Results Institute, 
Labor Link and the Cahn Group LLC. 

The conference also heard impressive reports on the growth of socially responsible 
investing: “Principles of Responsible Investing”, a Global Compact-affiliated NGO 
headquartered in London, now has over 1100 signatories – asset owners, investment 
managers and professional service partners around the world – who have committed to 
PRI investment principles. The principles center on incorporating environment, social 
and corporate governance issues into investment analysis and decisions as well as 
promoting the Principles within the investment industry. 
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It is estimated that several trillion investment dollars are now being managed under the 
PRI principles. 

Both “streams” of the conference – supply chain management and socially responsible 
investment – gave evidence of increasing corporate commitments to long term 
objectives, transparency and the balance between profits and social conscience. 

That balance is increasingly being manifested in the less developed countries that 
benefit from corporate investments both humanitarian and driven by long term market 
development. Some 200 corporate sustainable development commitments were made 
at the Global Compact’s June “Rio + 20 Corporate Sustainability Forum”.  

Corporate communications leaders will also want to monitor the nascent Unite Nations 
program, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) now in early development. The 
SDGs will carry on the global development mission of the U.N. Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) program scheduled to come to fruitful completion in 2015. 

A representative of The Global Alliance for Public Relations and Communication 
Management (a U.N registered NGO), participated in the discussions during the U.S. 
Network conference. 

 

                                                        

 

 


